
Clinical Examination & Laboratory Findings
• Cognitive or balance impairment on acute clinical 

examination.
• Oculomotor impairment or symptom provocation 

in response to vestibular-oculomotor challenge on 
acute clinical examination.
• Elevated blood biomarker(s) indicative of 

intracranial injury.

Acute Symptoms
(2 or more) 

• Acute subjective  
alteration in mental 
status
• Physical symptoms
• Cognitive symptoms
• Emotional 

symptoms
 

Not better accounted 
for by confounding 

factors

BATL-2 Classification System Flowchart 

Suspected TBI No TBI

Does not meet criteria 
sufficient for 

diagnosing TBI

TBI Severity Mild TBI
Grade I

Mild TBI
Grade II

Mild TBI
Grade III

Moderate 
TBI Severe TBI Confirmed TBI

Ungraded

Loss of 
Consciousness None < 5 minutes > 5 minutes & 

< 30 minutes
> 30 minutes 
& < 24 hours > 24 hours

Clinical Signs 
are not used to 

make 
diagnosis

Post Traumatic 
Amnesia 0 – 15 minutes > 15 minutes 

& < 24 hours > 24 hours > 1 day & 
< 7 days > 7 days

Alteration of 
Mental Status 0 – 15 minutes > 15 minutes 

& < 24 hours > 24 hours > 24 hours; severity based on 
other criteria

Glascow 
Coma Scale 13 - 15 9 - 12 < 9

Clinical Signs 
(1 or more)

• Loss of 
consciousness
• Alteration of mental 

status
• Complete or partial 

amnesia 
• Other acute 

neurologic sign(s)
 

Neuroimaging 
Abnormality 

• Trauma-related 
intracranial 
abnormalities on 
computed 
tomography or 
structural magnetic 
resonance imaging.

Unclear

Mechanism of Injury 
(plausible)

Does not meet other 
criteria sufficient for 

diagnosing TBI, but has:

2 or more Acute 
Symptoms 

or 
Clinical Examination 

& Laboratory 
Findings

not better accounted for 
by confounding factors

Confirmed TBI


